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Society Creates the "Evils" of Old Age 
The "evils" of old age are more manu-
factured by society than by nature. 
And, unless we alter our way of 
thinking about aging, we all risk 
becoming the victims of our own 
habit of stereotyping old people as 
useless, unintelligent, asexual, 
and perhaps even a bit crazy. 
"Modern research indicates that a 
high proportion of the mental and 
attitudinal changes seen in 'old' 
people are not biological effects of 
aging but the results of role-play-
ing. When society indoctrinates us 
with the expectations that we will 
lose our employability, our physical 
well-being, our independence, our 
dignity, our sexual capacity, we 
obligingly drown ourselves as per-
sons when the clock points to the 
appropriate age." 
These uncompromising words are from 
A Good Age, by Dr. Alex Comfort, who 
as both a physician and medical bi-
ologist has devoted the last 25 of 
his 56 years to the study of aging. 
Dr. Comfort was one of the 50 guest 
speakers and distinguished partici-
pants at the Feb. 14-18 Symposium 
on Normal Aging--Creative Interven-
tion, sponsored by the School of 
Medicine, the Dayton VA Center, and 
Miami University's Scripps Founda-
tion for Research and Population 
Problems. 
The need for a conference of this 
kind is easily documented, according 
to Joseph D. Alter, M.D., Clinical 
Professor and Acting Chairman of the 
Department of Community Medicine and 
Chief of Domiciliary Medical Services 
at the VA Center. "Society and the 
medical profession have a responsibi-
lity to begin reassessing the process 
of aging and the treatment of the 
aged," he says. "Look at the U.S. 
today and you find more people living 
to an age that is considered 'old.' 
By the year 2000, some 20 percent or 
more of our population will be at 
least 65 years old." 
In A Good Age, Dr. Comfort issues a 
ringing indictment of the "socio-
genic" causes of aging (the role 
which society determines for people 
when they reach a certain chrono-
logic age; when they are retired, 
for example, they are generally 
rendered unemployed). He couples 
this indictment with a call for 
activism that will eventually ex-
pose society's callousness and help 
the aged realize the unused poli-
tical power they possess to greatly 
improve their own lot. 
"The suppose d conservatism and 
quietism of old people is a myth 
about to be exploded," he says. 
"They, as much as the young, can 
kick society in its social con-
science." 
Photo and text by Vavid Buzza11..d, Ph.V., Communieatiorio Coo~dinato~. Con.tA..nued, p. 2 ... 
In Student Ci rel es 
Bttan.cit PeAfu.1i6 
... ROBERT BRANDT is co-author, with Dr. Larry G. Arlian (Associate Pro-
fessor, Biological Sciences) of "Mortality of House Dust Mites, Dermato-
phagoides farinae and .Q_. pteronyssinus, Exposed to Selected Pesticides or 
Dehydrating Conditions," Journal of Medical Entomology 13: 327-331. 
... MARGARET KOKAL is a volunteer language transla tor for the Nationalities 
Services Center in Cleveland. She translates letters, documents, news-
papers, and magazines f ro m Slovenian to Eng is • ~~---i 
•.. PAUL PERKINS, a member of the Miami Valley Leica Society, is keeping a 
personal photographic diary of his medical school experiences. His photo-
graphs will be used in the Class of 1980's yearbook, to be edited by SUSAN 
FESUS. 
Think Transplant, Kidney Center Urges 
The Artificial Kidney Center at 
Miami Valley Hospital is intensify-
ing its cadaver retrieval system, 
according to H. Allan Feller, M.D., 
Director of the Center and Associate 
Clinical Professor, Department of 
Medicine. 
"In order to stay viable under 
government guidelines," says Dr. 
Feller, "the Wright State University 
Transplant Program must perform 15 
renal transplants per year. To date, 
from 1970 through 1976, 33 renal 
transplants have been performed in 
Dayton. 
"Sixty-eight other patients were 
transplanted in other centers due 
to the lack of kidneys available to 
us from within the Dayton metropoli-
tan area." 
If more cadaver kidneys were avail-
able, he says, "many more renal 
transplants would be realized here. 
In this way, there would be no need 
for distant travel, family members 
would be near, and patients would 
be familiar with the ir surroundings. 
We would ask that cadaver organ do-
2 
nation be considered by all physi-
cians who care for those terminally 
ill patients." 
The following criteria are provided 
for the physician's guidance: 
1. Age--less than 55 years. 
2. Death not caused by sepsis. 
3. Warm ischemic time less than 
one-half hour. 
4. Time of death must be accu-
rately established. 
5. No malignant neoplasms, except 
for central nervous system. 
6. No active renal diseases or 
renal infection. 
7. No diabetes mellitus, hyper-
tension, systemic disease, or 
hepatitis. 
8. No prolonged shock. 
9. No infections which endanger 
asepsis of removed kidneys. 
If donor organs become available, 
the physician should call the Mont-
gomery County Medical Society opera-
tor so that the renal transplant 
team can be alerted. Contact with 
the donor hospital and physician 
will take place immedia t el y a nd on 
a 24-hour basis. 
Aging (Continued) 
V!t. Com6otc..t 
Dr. Comfort points out that research 
on aging has been held up for years 
because our culture regarded aging 
as natural, and therefore set out to 
exaggerate it by demeaning and ex-
cluding the old, in contrast to 
older peasant societies that hold 
their aging generations in esteem. 
Currently a Fellow at the Institute 
for Higher Studies in Santa Barbara, 
Calif., Dr. Comfort is one of the 
founders and pioneer investigators 
of "experimental gerontology" (the 
study of how to artificially slow 
down the rate of biological aging; 
this kind of aging includes, for 
example, the graying of hair and 
impaired visual accommodation). 
He believes, ~evertheless, that the 
most effective assaults on the 
problems of aging will be made on 
the sociogenic front. 
The success of those attacks relies 
on changing people's attitudes about 
old age. Of these attitudinal 
changes, he says: "Once a n older 
pe rson comes to be s een, not as old 
f irst and provisionally a person 
s econd, but a s a pe rson who happens 
to be old--one who is still as he 
or she always was, plus experience 
and minus the consequences o f cer-
tain physical a ccidents of time--
only then will socia l gerontology 
have made its point." 
Voluntary Clinical Faculty 
In January, we introduced a new 
photographic feature which will 
appear in each issue of Vitalsigns 
and recognize members of our volun-
tary clinical faculty. 
This month, we feature FRANK L. 
?HIVELY, M.D. (Northwestern School 
of Medicine, 1938), Clinical Pro-
fessor, Department of Surgery. 
Photos: Ruth Hardin, School of 
Medicine . 
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Cl BA Presents Medical Illustrations 
The Mec:Uc.al Educ.at.ion Viv~ion on CIBA PhaJr.mac.e.u;t;_c.al Company p!te-
-6ented ill CoUec.lion on Medic.al IUu-6.:tJc..a;tion-6 to the Sc.hoof. on Mec:U-
une on Jan. 13. 
H~e (L to n. J, Health Suenc.e-6 Lib!ta!tian Raymond Pa.i.m~, CIBA Repne-
-6enta.tive David Coo~e, and V!t-6. Antonia Zappala and Robe!tt Jewett 
examine the eight-volume -6et, whic.h ~ ac.c.ompanied by moJte than Z, ZOO 
6uU-c.oloJt 35mm -6We-6. The c.oUec.lion and -6lide-6 will be haMed in 
the Health Suenc.e-6 UbJr.My. 
Upcoming CME Programs 
Fe-b ~2 7:20-9·00 p.m., Grand 
Rounds on "Diagnosis and Management 
of High-Risk Pregnancies," Parviz 
Gohari, M.D., and Nicholas Thompson, 
M.D. Sponsor: Greene Memorial Hos-
pital, Xenia. Site: GMH Cafeteria. 
Contact: Alvin E. Rodin, M.D., 429-
3200. Credit: 2 hrs. AMA/OSMA Cate-
gory I. Fee: None. 
March 19-20 8:00-5:00 p.m. daily, 
"Symposium on Approaches to Pain." 
Sponsors: School of Medicine, Mercy 
Medical Center. Site: Stouffer's 
Dayton Plaza Hotel and the Dayton 
Convention Center. Contact: Arlene 
Polster, 429-3200. Credit: 11 hrs. 
AMA/OSMA Category I, 11 hrs. AAFP. 
Fee: $75. 00. 
March 22 7:30-9:00 p.m., Grand 
Rounds on "Angina Pectoris--Clinical 
Features and Diagnostic Hints," 
Benjamin Schuster, M.D. Sponsor: 
Greene Memorial Hospital. Site: GMH 
Cafeteria. Contact: Alvin E. Rodin, 
M.D., 429-3200. Credit: 2 hrs. 
AMA/OSMA Category I. Fee: None. 
April 13 Noon-5:00 p.m., "Infec-
tious Disease/Antiobiotic Selec-
tion." Sponsors: School of Medi-
cine, Kettering Medical Center. 
Site: Kettering Science Center, 140 
E. Monument Ave. Contact: Arlene 
Polster, 429-3200. Credit: 5 hrs. 
AMA/OSMA Category I (Application for 
AAFP credit pending). Fee: $30.00. 
Survey Team Reviews School 
In its first year of educating medi-
cal students, the School has received 
excellent marks from the site visit 
team of the Liaison Committee on 
Medical Education (LCME). The LCME 
is the official accrediting organi-
zation for medical schools in the 
U.S. and Canada. 
An evaluation team of four LCME mem-
bers visited the School Jan. 18-20 
and conducted a series of meetings 
and interviews with deans, faculty 
members, staff, students, and af-
filiated hospital administrators. 
"The team's review, following this 
intensive three-day evaluation, was 
very positive," said Dean John R. 
Beljan. "However, the full Com-
mittee's decision, based on the 
team's recommendations, will not be 
available to us until after the full 
LCME meeting in April. At that time 
we will learn, among other things, 
how many students we can admit to 
our second first-year class." 
Members of the survey team were re-
sponsible for evaluating all phases 
of the School's operation, including 
its admissions procedures, curricu-
lum design, administrative organiza-
tion, teaching and research capabil-
ities, and physical facilities. 
The LCME is composed of representa-
tives from the American Medical As-
sociation, the Association of Ameri-
can Medical Colleges, and the public 
and private sectors. 
THE NEW MEDICAL SCIENCES BUILDING 
Despite bitter outside temperatures that plunged 
School of Medicine personnel began settling into 
Building on the Wright State campus in January. 
of the people and facilities. 
Spe.c.A..a.l PJr...o j e.c:t.6 U.bh...a!Ua.n Be.c.k.y S.te.ve.ti6. 
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to a low of -21 degrees, 
the new Medical Sciences 
Here's a look at a few 
The. a.mph.Uhe.a..teJt, wi.th .6 e.a..ting 6 oh... 4 2 5 peA.6 o ti6 • 
Vean John R. Beljan in h<.-6 o66iQe. 
5 
Unda. Smith updat:v., J.itudent appuMnt 6olde!L.6 w.lth 
:the help 06 a QOmpu:teJt :teJtminal. 
ReQo~d.c. Management 066iQeJt C~ol Kayden and Speci..a.l 
P~ojec.t.6 Coo~na:to~ Ale.en Pope examine a Qompu;teJt 
p!Un:t-ou:t in :the 066iQe·o6 Student A66aiM/AdmiMion.6. 
Correlation Sessions 
Help to Reinforce 
Students' Learning 
The School of Medicine is concerned 
with providing "real life" clinical 
experiences which correlate with the 
students' classroom learning during 
the basic biological sciences years. 
In early January, a Correlation 
Session on Hypoventilation was pre-
sented at Miami Valley Hospital to 
reinforce learning that had pre-
viously occurred in courses in the 
Anatomy and Physiology programs. 
Ruth Hardin, Communications Assist-
ant in the School of Medicine, was 
on hand to provide this photographic 
record of some of the activities. 
M-i..c.ha.e.i. CJr..a,i.g, M. V., AMoc..ia.Xe. 
ClirU_c.al Phonucoll, Ve.paJU:me.n:t ofi 
Me.d.ic..ine., e.xpi.a.,{_nJ.> the. c.ha.ll.ac.:tell-
-Lltic.,o o 6 c.hut l.0011. moveme.n:t in a 
pa;Ue.n:t with emphy.oema. S:tude.n.U 
(l. to h. ) all.e. John Lyman, Vavid 
He.dde.n, and RobeJt:t Ouellette.. 
Vil. CMig with Mall.gall.et Kokal., 
Robellt MMc.ia, WalteJt Jac.quemin, 
and Evan Ca.ntin<_. 
6 
Le.on CudRow..{.c.z, M.V., Pllofiu.ooll and Cha.ill.man, Ve.pa.ll.tme.n:t ofi Me.d.ic..ine., 
de.6inu :the. :tell.minology :to be. e.nc.oun:tell.e.d dUl!.ing the. .ou.oion. He. a.Uo 
pll.Ue.n:te.d a £.e.c.:tulle. on neulla.l and bioc.hemic.a.l c.on:tllol 06 ll.Upilla;tA,on. 
W.lth Pete.IL ImbeJt .6eJtvirtg a.o :the. "pa.tie.n:t," R. Bttyan Rob~, M.V., 
.lUM:tlla.:tu :the. 6unc.tion 06 a me.c.ha.rU_c.a.l llup.lllatoh to (,t. to IL.) 
WalteJt Jac.quemin, Paul Pell.fUn!.>, and Hellman Hobohm. V/(,. Rob~ -Ll 
Pllo6u.ooll and ChaAJunan, Vepall.bne.n:t 06 Anu:thuiology. 
UndeJt the. wa;tc.h6ul eye. 06 A. Robe.flt Vaviu, M.V., A.6.ooc.ia.Xe. P1Lo 0u.ooJt 
and Ville.c..toll o 6 ;the. Glloup in In :teJtna.l Me.d.ic..ine., Ve.bM Mull.phy and Vo vial.d 
Ne.wna.vin wte.n :to he.all.:t and lung .oou.nd.6 06 a pat.i..e.n:t lle.c.oveJU..vig 6Ji.om 
o p e.n - h e.all.:t .6 ull.g eJt 1J • 
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George Vangellow of Rochester, N.Y., 
has been named Executive Director of 
the School of Medicine Foundation 
and Assistant to the Dean for De-
velopment. He previously served as 
Director of Development at Highland 
Hospital Foundation, Inc., in 
Rochester. 
The School of Medicine Foundation 
is part of the Wright State Univer-
sity Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
organization that helps raise funds 
for scholarships, educational de-
velopment, and research. 
According to Dean John R. Beljan, 
"Mr. Vangellow will be heavily in-
volved in organizing the appropriate 
structure within the University 
Foundation to encourage the contin-
7 
ued support of the community in 
meeting student and School of Medi-
cine needs." 
A Rochester native, Mr. Vangellow 
received his B.S. degree in Business 
Administration from Rochester Insti-
tute of Technology. 
Woodburne Visit Cancelled 
Dr. Russell T. Woodburne, scheduled 
to serve as Visiting Professor in 
Anatomy from January through April, 
has had to cancel his visit for 
health reasons. 
Dr. Antonio Zappala, Director of the 
Anatomy Program, reports that he 
hopes to reschedule Dr. Woodburne, 
although no date has been set. 
For the Record • • • 
ANESTHESIOLOGY 
•.. MIGUEL NIETO, M.D., Assistant 
Clinical Professor, presented 
"Halothane" to the Asociacion Mexi-
cana de Ex Residentes y Residentes 
de Anthera, Mexico City, in Decem-
ber ... He also addressed the III 
Jornados de Anesthesiology, in Aca-
pulco, on "U.S. Anesthesia--Miami 
Valley Hospital Style." 
... R. BRYAN ROBERTS, M.D., Professor 
and Chairmarr; presented "Pathophysi-
ology of Neonatal Resuscitation" at 
the Eliasberg Symposium, Mount Sinai 
School of Medicine, New York, in 
December. 
FAMILY PRACTICE 
•.. RAYMOND KAHN, M.D., Associate 
Clinical Professor, recently addres-
sed the Montgomery County Chapters 
of the American Association of Medi-
cal Assistants and the American 
Association of Medical Technologists 
on the topic "Update of the WSU 
School of Medicine." 
. .• W. J. LEWIS, M.D., Associate 
Clinical Professor, will be the Ohio 
State Medical Association's nominee 
for Vice-Speaker of the AMA House of 
Delegates at the Annual Convention, 
San Francisco, in June. 
... DOUGLAS LONGENECKER, M.D., Pro-
fessor and Chairman, was the guest 
on WHIO-TV's "Medical Hotline," 
Dec. 29. His topic: "Flu." 
... NOEL WATSON, M.D., Assistant Pro-
fessor, presented "The Family Physi-
cian in the Diagnosis and Care of 
Lung Cancer" at the 8th Annual Can-
cer Symposium, Miami Valley Hospi-
tal, Dayton, in November. 
MEDICINE 
... DAVID P. NICHOLSON, M.D., Pro-
fessor, was on the program at the 
Ohio Thoracic Society's Case Confer-
ence and Annual Meeting, Salt Fork 
Lodge, in October. 
OBSTETRICS AND GYNECOLOGY 
. .• PARVIZ GOHARI, M.D., Assistant 
Professor, R. ALAN BAKER, M.D, JAMES 
HUEY, M.D., and BRUCE BERNIE, M.D., 
Assistant Clinical Professors, pre-
sented a panel discussion on "High-
Risk Pregnancy" during the December 
Meeting of the Ohio Perinatal Asso-
ciation, in Dayton ... Dr. Gohari was 
guest instructor for a course in 
"Ultrasonography" at Yale University 
School of Medicine, Dec. 9-11. 
.•. NICHOLAS J. THOMPSON, M.D., Pro-
fessor and Chairman, served as panel 
moderator for the discussion on 
"Miami Valley Hospital Perinatal 
Center" during the Ohio Perinatal 
Association Meeting ••. Dr. Thompson 
presented "Surgical Treatment of 
Endometrial Carcinoma" and "Manage-
ment of Cervical Intraepithelial 
Neoplasia" at the University of 
California School of Medicine, 
Irvine, Dec. 21. 
OPHTHALMOLOGY 
..• JOHN D. BULLOCK, M.D., Assistant 
Clinical Professor, "Cryotherapy of 
Basal Cell Carcinoma in Oculoplastic 
Surgery," American Journal of Oph-
thalmology 82: 841-847 (Dec. 1976). 
PATHOLOGY 
.•• JAMES FUNKHOUSER, M.D., Clinical 
Professor, addressed the Central 
Ohio Society of Pathologists, Dec. 
7, on "Laboratory Inspection and 
Accreditation." 
... LUDOLPH VAN DER HOEVEN, M.D., 
Associate Clinical Professor, 
recently presented "Quantitative 
Assay of Glutathione Reductase in 
the Red Blood Cell" at the Seminar 
of the Association of Clinical 
Scientists, Washington, D.C. 
PHYSICAL MEDICINE AND 
REHABILITATION 
... RICHARD BURK, M.D., Professor and 
Chairman, has been elected to a one-
year term on the Governing Council 
of the American Hospital Associa-
tion's Rehabilitation and Chronic 
Disease Hospital Section. 
..• WEI-KUO LI, M.D., Assistant Clini-
cal Professor, "Ankle-Knee Synchro-
nous in a New Endoskeletal Above-Knee 
Prosthetic Mechanism: A Preliminary 
Report," Archives of Physical Medi-
cine and Rehabilitation 57: 479-481 
(Oct. 1976). 
PHYSIOLOGY 
... ROGER GLASER, Ph.D., Associate 
Professor, and STEPHEN BARR, Research 
8 
Associate, discussed "Wheelchair Re-
search at the WSU School of Medicine" 
on WING-Radio's "Other Voices" pro-
gram, Dec. 13 . 
... CHANDLER PHILLIPS, M.D., Assistant 
Professor, presented "Left Ventricu-
lar Area Ratios: An Index of Myocar-
dial Performance" at the 29th Annual 
Conference on Engineering in Medicine 
and Biology, Boston, Nov. 6-10. 
POSTGRADUATE MEDICINE AND 
CONTINUING EDUCATION 
•.. ARLENE POLSTER, Program Coordi-
nator, participated in the National 
Workshop for Conference Personnel on 
"The Role of the Coordinator," Ann 
Arbor, Mich., Dec. 5-10. 
PSYCHIATRY 
... MOHAMMED AHMED, M.D., Professor, 
"Evaluation of an Inpatient Service 
by Consumer Feedback," Australian 
and New Zealand Journal of Psychia-
~ 10: 263-268. 
... BARRY BLACKWELL, M.D., Professor 
and Chairman, "Treatment Adherence," 
The British Journal of Psychiatry 
129: 513-531 (Dec. 1976). 
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. .. MICHAEL ZORNITZER, M.D., Assist-
ant Clinical Professor, has been 
certified as a Diplomate of the 
American Board of Psychiatry and 
Neurology. 
RADIOLOGICAL SCIENCES 
..• KENNETH KATTAN, M.D., Professor 
and Vice-Chairman, "Essential Knowl-
edge about Pitfalls in Tomography," 
Critical Reviews in Clinical Radio-
logy and Nuclear Medicine 8: 329-367 
(Dec. 1976). 
SURGERY 
... DAN ELLIOTT, M.D., Professor and 
Chairman, was a guest of the Univer-
sity of Cincinnati College of Medi-
cine and speaker at the Cincinnati 
Surgical Society, Jan. 5 ... Dr. El-
liott was Visiting Professor of Sur-
gery at Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity School of Medicine, Dec. 2-4. 
During the visit, he presented 
"Anything New in Pancreatitis?" to 
the Cleveland Surgical Society ... In 
November, he delivered two lectures, 
"Prophylactic Antibiotics in Surgery" 
and "Surgery for Chronic Pancreati-
tis," while serving as Visiting Pro-
fessor at the University of Tennessee 
School of Medicine, Memphis. 
